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Portal about joint PhDs
Goals

1. To disseminate the intellectual 
outputs and activities of the LINK 
EDU RES project 

2. To provide information and 
documentation which is relevant 
for establishing joint programmes 
at the doctoral level
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What information can be found on the portal?
• Project outcomes (e.g., Toolbox)

• Practical guidelines
• Checklists, forms & templates 

• Information on quality assurance 
• Events regarding joint PhD programmes

• Reports (e.g., Comparative report about PhD regulations)

• Information on scholarships for PhD candidates

• Good practices in and outside the EHEA
• Key publications 
• Links to related projects about doctoral education & joint programmes
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Toolbox - Key Points
• Working towards integrated close partnerships at PGR level through 

Europe

• Voice of students who’ve taken up mobility; grass-roots; bottom-up

• Benefits of mobility/student journey/career prospects/ self as a 
global-citizens

• Basing on student experience and informed by supervisor experience 
of mobility

• How to use in practice? Non-static, evolve, European partners can 
use but also contribute and improve. 
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Toolbox objectives
To create an open-source electronic toolbox that will provide guidance and support in the following areas:

1. Understanding regulations and navigating the administrative requirements doctoral studies including 
registration, progression and examination arrangements.

2. Developing a positive and constructive relationship with your supervisor(s) including help on how to agree 
responsibilities and deadlines, how to work with more than one supervisor and how to prevent a breakdown of 
the student-supervisor relationship.

3. Planning and managing the research process involving more than one study/experiment, organising work and 
progressing towards completion.

4. How to effectively disseminate your research prior to completion of your PhD.

5. Writing and developing the thesis from draft to final submission. Will incorporate advice on how to solicit and 
integrate supervisory feedback.

6. Preparing for various doctoral examination formats.

7. Working effectively across more than one site of study including guidance on managing variations in 
administration, support, facilities, culture and language. 

8. Mental health and wellbeing – surviving doctoral study, recognising problems and how to get help
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Toolbox Approach

1. Gather feedback from candidates and staff
§ Motivation & decision making
§ Information for a successful arrival
§ What helps to acclimatise and adjust
§ Successful supervisor-student relationships
§ Advance information to make aware of 

expectations
§ Planning & managing the research process

§ Effectively disseminating research
§ Skills and preparation for developing thesis
§ Doctoral examination preparation
§ Working effectively at multiple sites
§ Positive/negative impact on mental health and 

wellbeing
§ Toolbox expectations, functionality, design, structure
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2. Review feedback and identify themes

3. Develop digital draft of Toolbox design and content

4. User consultation

5. Toolbox launch
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Looks great and provides 
important information in a 
concise way! Thank you!

Staff member, University of 
Bremen 

I like the design: sections seem easily accessible, 
and it's nice to be able to get further information on 

some points if interested. The links to the 
institutions' pages are also valuable. I 100% would 
have used the toolbox before signing up for a joint 

international PhD. 
PhD joint doctoral candidate, University of 
Antwerp/Bordeaux Montaigne University

I am impressed with the design! 
The colours are nice, and the pages are 
easily accessible! It is also very 
functional. 
I would certainly have used the toolbox 
before entering the PhD.

PhD joint doctoral candidate, Maastricht 
University/University of Campinas

Love the design, seems easy to 
change sections and they are linked 
nicely. I would have used the toolbox 
if it had been available to me.
Yerun mobility award candidate
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Toolbox Design
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Toolbox Development
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Topic 1: Why choose a 
joint international 
PhD?
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Topic 2: Choosing your 
research and places of 
study
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Topic 3: Programme 
Information
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Topic 4: How to work 
successfully with your 
supervisors
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Topic 5: Practical 
information for your 
relocation for 
international joint PhD 
purposes
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Topic 6: Research, 
skills, and career
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Topic 7 : 
Experience of a 
joint international 
programme
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Topic 8: Contacts
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Toolbox Benefits
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§ Digital toolbox that is inclusive and accessible

§ Interactive and living electronic document

§ Promoting transnational mobility and doctoral study but also;

§ sharing of good practice; 
§ fostering doctoral networks (for staff as well as students);
§ promoting social and cultural difference.

§ Enhancing existing institutional guidance

§ Enhancing Supervisor knowledge and training

§ Sharing the student voice and experience
§ Encouraging the development of joint doctoral programmes, joint training and 

sharing of innovations in doctoral education.
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